Brian D. Cairns

bcairns@gmail.com
Programming and Technical Skills

· Over 20 years of programming experience. (8+ of which are professional)

· Highly experienced Java coder, knowledgeable of high-performance server design and scalability issues, GUI application programming and usability issues.  Some experience with JSP/Servlets.
· Excellent experience with PHP, Javascript, HTML/CSS and other web technologies.
· Highly knowledgeable of MySQL (and general DB design).  Good knowledge of MSSQL, Access.

· Good user skills with Linux, working knowledge of Microsoft server platforms and technologies, including a basic proficiency with .NET
· Other languages:  VB/VBA, C/C++, Pascal/Delphi, Perl, Python, many variants of BASIC.

· A true passion for the art of coding, and for using computers as engines of productivity and creativity.

Design Related Skills

· Excellent web and graphic design skills.  Primary web designer at previous company before moving into programming positions.  Great eye for form and consistency.

· Good familiarity with a variety of web design applications, in particular Macromedia Dreamweaver.

· Expert level knowledge of Adobe Photoshop, versions 3 through CS2.

· Working knowledge of Flash, Shockwave, and other animation packages.

· Experienced with digital video composition, editing, special effects, and compression, using Adobe Premier, After Effects, Sony Vegas, and other tools.

Professional Experience
· ~1 year (Feb 2007-current) at Rare Method Interactive as senior developer, and web development lead.  Major projects included:

+ An online hiring portal for Moxie’s

+ An interactive intranet for Unity Builders Group

+ Developing and managing dozens of campaign microsites for 3M

· ~2 years (March 2005-Feb 2007) as senior developer / analyst at Commerx Corporation. Major projects included:
+ An internal company time tracking and reporting system, with a focus on ease of data entry.
+ An online store where customers can create their own design compositions using drag and drop.
+ A job search website utilizing innovative resume parsing techniques.
+ A materials compliance workflow process management system.
+ An automated meal planning website.
+ Web-based mortgage application software.
+ Converted large, sprawling, outdated Health Region website to a consistent CMS driven site.
+ Various static and dynamic websites/intranets for top clients including ATCO, Telus, BMW, Honda, United Way, and many others.

· 5.5 years (1999-2005) as a primary developer at ITP Web Solutions.  Major projects included:

· + Chief architect of a rich-client network filesharing application.  Project involved creating a centralized RAM-based search engine from scratch, implementing streaming compression and encryption, integrated instant messaging and chat modules, and extensive GUI work.

· + Designed and maintained a flexible Java based utility which maintained perfect synchronization between a master data set and client data sets, with a focus on using minimal network overhead.

· + Implemented a 100% web based (ie no client software required) file compression and encryption transfer system, for sending very large files to arbitrary recipients.

· + Created a flexible backend DB system for handling text-messaging applications, such as broadcast lists, polls, and contests.

· Four month co-op term at Bank of Montreal (MBANX) doing VBA coding and Intranet work.

· Four month co-op term at Midland Walwyn/Merrill Lynch Canada as trading floor network support.

Education

· University of Waterloo, Honours Computer Science, 1997-1999.
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